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REASONS 


Humbly offered in Juſtification of 
the Action, of letting a Room in 


London-Houſe unto certain 
peaceable Chriſtians, called 
A N ABAPTI 5 15. 


ore Dan e e be <a whnnlh 
| © bow much and often * — uy gave my opi- 
e by- — ) for ll Year”. 


n an Endeavor by a meds to — K yrb her 

# holy Union and Communion in Spirit, and Chriſtian - Practiſe, 

2 bow mach rather _ T implojed then in any thing 

of more dividing t 

$0 4 1 . — of and as a [inal branch of the former, 

to give toleration (if I ſhall ſo call it) viz. Common proviledg, 

room and countenance #»tout Chriſtians and Societies that ure of 

peaceable deportment, and tiut the Fundamentals of true 

Chriſtian Religion, (and actiſe accordingly, although erroneous 

in many things, but not for any countenance, Ho ver ſufferance of 
error, only for #eceſſity Jeſt we ecke the good cern alſo,Mat.13. 

Aue my brethren df different 'opinion;; then fill urged me 

ſot x Rule, how far that toleration ſhonld 'extend; lor ſard they, 

may be pretended to extend ce gly too fe And al- 

t not of . mf the 9 Caſe, when 

Krave erben yr inked ſeeing 1 know not that that 

et = —_—— . ing 

2755 bound both by Covenant, as by aptiſm- and Chriftian 


Cen; to ſeek and endeavor after er with Brethren, in 
Mit 1; . / in the 


3 i FORD 
Faith; ſeeing it now providentially is in queſtion, 7 deſire (core 
ceiving it my Chriſtian duty) to bring it to /#ch a Reſult as may at 
leaſt ſatisfie my {lf in my own ſpirit, not allo the ſpirits of othery, 


in —— . | | 

ad — this a very fit ſcaſen and opportunity for the 
obtaining thereof; I humbly conceive 1 ought not to. imbrace that 
( otherwiſe good) motion, which was — 1 I ſuppoſe, a Lover 
of Peace, vm. to wave the queſtion, and convert the Room, in que- 
ſtion, ro other uſe, in accommodation with the ſpirits of brethren 
that take offence ; which Iſuppoſe I ſhall make haſte 70 do (to a- 
voyd the offence of the weak) if it ſpall be defired; when once 
the que ſtion is fo ſtated and determined, That Gods precious Truth, 
and the Freedom of Chriſtian Brethren, and Chriſtian Prattiſe, 
may not ſuffer thereby. 


-REASON S humbly offered, &c. 


T ] Pon the matter in queſtion ; Whether I — — an 
Ender into the firit Claſſis, uſually meeting at the Black- Fry- 
ers, London) did not ſin, and come under juſt reproof, in letting of 
4 Room is London Houſe ; which Rood voyd, unimproved, and 
which I had the letting of, although for another Intereſt, and not 
in the leaſt for my (elf. 

which Room, at the requeſt, and for the accommodation of Mr 
Jeſſe, Mr Kijfis, and others, whom I conceive to be truly godly, 
(but — in the point of baptizing of Infants, and I ſuppoſe in 
the manner of Church- Government, andit may be in ſome others) 
I did let to Mr Tomlius for two moneths,with this condition, That 
ic ſhould be employed to no uſe but what was good and laudable, 
and without any annoyance ; and if in the proof I ſhould find any 
juſt exception, I might demand it at the tw moneths end, or at any 
time give warning, and within ſuch a time it ſhould be ſurrendred. 

Upon the queFtion, Whether or no 1 did not ſin in this action, in 
that I did then ſuppoſe that the perſons aboveſaid would there ex- 
erciſe Religion, and might in reaſon conceive, and could not but 
think, That, that principle that engaged them to diſſent, would en- 
gage them,as they conceived occaſion required, to preach their ſaid 
diflenting Points N 3 
Or whether I had, or þ 


[3 
Firſt, T humbly deſire to pre HAR followeth : x 

Firſt, That the queſtion was not / in our laſt debate) whether 
weak brethren of the Way that I own (vz. Conſociation and Sub- 
ordination of Churches) do not take offence at What I have done; 

And what I ought now to do in reference thereunto, (though ſuch 
a motion indeed at laſt was made, vic. tolay aſide the queſtion, 
and to put them out upon that account, )- Which I conceive I may 
not, until the point in queſtion 1s cleared, leſt I therein do againſt 
the Trath. 

Secondly, Nor thequeſtion debated, or to be debated, was not, 
Whether they have there driven 4 deſign rather to advance thoſe 
particular Points wherein they differ . , then to advance the 
propagation of the Goſpel unto all; and in ſpecial unto ſuch who 
chrough weakneſs and prejudice (as I conceive, like that which was 
in thoſe of the Circumciſion towards thoſe of the uncircumciſion) 
are not ſo likely to receive it from others(peradverture more able) 
as from ſuch as themſelves. LEE 

| The former of which, it they ſhall appear todo, and reſolve to 

proſecute, (the contrary whereof yet appeared thoſe three, four, 

N or five times that I heard them,) 1 ſhall then hold my ſelf bound to 

outs the n. t oa s ö 

Thirdly, Nor the queſtion was not; how far they miſcarried in 
admitting a diſpute with a notable corrupt diſturber, who thruſt 
in among them, and neceſſitated them ( as they conceive) to prove 
by Argum. nts the Divinity f the Scriptures, which he would not 
grant, but moſt finfully denyed it: by which publique account of 
theirt, they ſay, they procured their future quiet from the diſturber, 
and no ſmall ſatisſaction to the better afftcte t. | 

Bur although this gave me ſome ſatisfaction; yet] ſhall deſire 

them to give it more full and large to the ſatisfaction of a//; and 1 

hereby promiſe, that if they ſhall widingiy admit any Diſputes of 

that nature, not being forced ther cunts ( to avoyd ſinful ſilence) I 

ſhall then hold my ſelf engaged to out them. | 
Fourthly, Nor the queſtion was not, Whether I might let them 

a room for the end, and be ſurthering to them in the means of pro- 

pagating of Errors, it being out of queſtion I may not. 
Fifthly, Nor whether 1 might do as much for Error, as I might 


do for Truth; ſeeing I may do nothing for Error, but all for Truth. 
A 2 But 


| [4] , 

But the queſtion being at the 4, ir above ſet forth, I prepa- 
red and preſented an Anſwer in writing is /xbſtance, as followeth 
in page 7. wherein I conceive is abundantly proved, that we nor 
enly way, but exght to receive, own, enconrage? commend, and 
praiſe God for; and (ure then may give Toleration, or let an hou'e. 
for money unto. ſuch perſons or ſocieties whoſe judgment and 
practiſe are in the main avſwerable to the Fundamentals of Chri- 

ſtian Faith and Pratiiſt : Although erronious in part, both in Do- 

ctrine and Diſcipline, both in Judgment and Praftite. . 7 

But after ſome debate upon ſome particulars, concerning owning; 
receiving, and conntengucmng Chriſtians, erting both in DoQrine 
and O a las we at the laſt arcived at hes {{{ne ; and this was 
given in by my greatly honoured Clriffian Friends for the Bate of 
the ion, Viz. 

Whether in doing 44 above I did not: clearly do all I did in com- 
Niauce wich chem for the pr ion of Error, which they affir m- 
ed 1 did; for that (beſides what is above ed) fax they, Theſe 
men carryed all the truth they have with , when they went 
out from , (which is our glory.) and have no need to lrave w and 
our Congregation for Truths ſake, but for Errors ſalę, and had no 
need to hire a room of you for Tr#ths ſakg, nor for the propaga- 
tion ol Tratiꝭ which i (uficiently maintained and held out among 
9, but only for their Error, which occaſioned them to leave our 

ies; and conſequently for that only, and to countenance 
and further them in that { ſay they) have you let them a room, har 
ever Jou intended. 

And ſo indeed this action of mine being dearly of the nature of 
Toleration, for without my ſufferance they could not come in, nor 
he queſto Whether in admitting and ſuffering 

ion wow is, in admitti ing them 
there, I do not properly ſuffer, toſerate, and countenance them in 
the propagation of Error, (which I do, if they aſſert truly ) from: 
Which thou O Lord deliver thy peer. ſervent. 
Unto which I anſwer, 

Firſt, As my much Reverend Friends have Rated the queſtion, - 
their concluſion thereupon falls as ſoul upon our godly Independent 
Brethren ( agreed by thens/elves to be tolerated) or any other diſ- 
ſenters, 4t it doth wpen theſe ; and denies a T oleration whatſoe- 
ver. But, RY Secondly, 


[5] 
S:condly, The foundation of their Argument, apox which they 
build, is indeed an Error (then by them propagated) as may thus 
appear. 

1. It by w you mean all Chriſtians in our Exgliſ Univerſe, 
then ye ſay nothing, for in that ſence they are of you ſtill, and you 
of them, and are vertually one, though formally divided: I» that 
ſence they as well may ſay it of you, as you of them. 

But by uc, I ſuppoſe ye mean us, as reformed and Preſbyterian. 
For as unreformed ye cannot ſay it, ye know how much Error ye 
have caſt out: And as reformed you and al men know, they had 
not all from us, rather we from them, ſome of our Reformation': 
As for Epiſcopacy and ſtinted Liturgy, and ſome other. Errors 
ye know theſe and others, upon whom your aſſertion falls alike 
foul, caſt off and damned them; and even to perſecution aſſerted 
the contrary truth, before ever any of on Aſſemblies durſt appear 
in it, You know theſe and thoſe helped well to break the ice in 
— for us, and were of the forwardeſt; and this is as evident 
as the day. IIe not hold a candle to the Sun: Vie only remember 
juu, that it's not very ſtrange that ſuch ſhould alittle ver- do. 

2. Can our Preſbyterian Reformers aſſert our Reformation ſo 
perfect, as that we have 41 truth now held, and publiſned among 
1 no error with it; In truth 1 am not ſo 

waded: 


But that our Way i 4s the light that ſhineth more and more, & c. 
And that we yet retain ſome errors, even in ſome particulars, 
wherein theſe Brethren differ with us. 

3. But had we as much of Truth as James, and Paul, and all rhe 
Elders, Acts 21. 17, 18, 20, 25. with a/ the Churches of the uncir- 
cumciſion, with whom they held Truth againſt the Errors of thoſe 
of the Circumciſſon, Ats 15. and Gal. 2. & 3. Chap. Vet, have We 
paòliſbers in ſuch abundance? that we ſhould forbid, and not tole- 
rate, or at leaſt not further our brethren that hold and publiſh truth 
(in the main) together with ws, although erronious in part (as 
thoſe of the Circumcifion were.) Or may we not (with Paul, 
Phil.1.18.) rejoyce that Chriſt is preached by ſuch as are ſincere. 
and faithful, though in part erroneous, as none Will imagine but 
thoſe pretenders (and peradventure thoſe that preached out of love 
alſo.) were, who preached in oppoſition to Paal, and other good 

Ko A3 


Preachers 


6 
Preachers, Verſ. 1 2. to 18. 4. 2 our faithful Publiſhers few ? 
und is not ſcarcity our great and grounded complaint? 

But ſuppoſe we held as much of Truth, which I believe none will 
aſſert ; and our Publiſhers were as many, as able, active and faith. 
ful as theirs at that time, Act, 15, & 21. Chap: yet your infer- 
ence holds not, nor would it follow that my ſufferance of them is 
a furtherance ef, or a doing any thing for Error, vo more then in the 
Cale of the tares, Mat. 13. Ieſt ye pluck up the good corn alſb. 

Nor that my countenancing them, and accommodating their oc- 
cafions with a room is 4 countenancing and furthering of Error: 
Or that I did or do any thing proper/y br Error; much leſs will it 
follow, that their only oecaſion is for Error; nor that that occa- 
ſion only they ſeek to ſupply ; nor that I, concurring with them, 
do ſerve. 

As for certain it will not follow, That amet, Paul, and the El- 
ders (Acts 21.) did countenance and further Error, or do any thing 
properly for Error, or for Errors ſake. In their giving ſufferance of 
room and place, without imputing ſin, to — (as ye do to 
me) and not only ſo, but countenance and good eſt ecm unto the /uf- 
fered; yea, and did that; far the obtaining and continuance of their 
good opinion, love and concord, and their approbation of the Elders 
in the receiving of Paul, which they neither would nor oxght to 
have done, but in condeſcenſion to thoſe weak brethren of the Cir- 
cumciſion; erroneous as Well in point of Seperation, Gal. 2. as a- 
mong other legal points, in Circumciſion al/o, which anſwereth to 
Baptiſm ; wherein they were too {tiff in their miſ-underſtanding, 
as theſe, and peradventure our ſelves are too prone to be. 

And for certain it will not follow, that our bleſſed Saviour did 
further chem in the means, or advance the end of propagation of 
Error, in giving his countenance and commifſion to thoſe whom he 
knew for the preſent to be erronious, and that in the great doctrine 
of Chriſt crucified, and other viays alſo, as Mat. 16. 22, 23. Lu. g. 
22,44, 45. CF 17. 25. compared with Lak. 24, 20, 21. and as Mark 
9.38. and Acts 1. 6. nor in giving field room to the tares for the 
good corn, abe, and commanding that they ſhould not be pulled 
up „ leaſt they ſhould pluck up the good corn alſo, as a- 

ve. 

Ie is health and nouriſhment I feed and advance in feeding and 

accom- 
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accommodating a diſcaſed man; but intend not to feed his diſeaſe 
So kere, and ſo in Mat. i 3.28, 29. 


The enſuing Arguments are in ſubſtance the ſame Which 
1 preſented in writing the time before mentioned, pag. 4. 

The Crime charged before that, being; that I received 
them to houſe and countenancing or furthering them, as above, 
I tranſgreſſed the Rule, 2 7oh.10. 


I. Whoſo is ftrong, ought to bear the infirmities of the Weak , 
and to receive one another according to Chriſt peſus, Rev.15.1,7. 
who miniſtred to perſons and ſocieties of the Circumciſion, as well 
as of the uncircumciſion, Verſ. &, 9. to 12. So did his Apoſtles, Add: 
10. i 5. and 21 Chap. though ſo divided about meats and days, Rom. 
14. and about Circumciſion, Acts 15. and other Legallities, As 
21. Unto all which, and all other externals in Religion, the Apoſtle 
oppoſes the new creature, Gal. 6. 15. Faith working by love, Gal. 
5.6. and Righteouſneſs, Peace and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 
14. 17,18. Phil.3.3. and therefore preſſeth a purſuance of peace, 
and ſuc h holy edifying, Verſ.19. and to avoyd cenſuring of one an- 
ot her, Verſ. 1 3. and that with one mind, and one mouth, / that differ- 
ence notwithſtanding) they ſhould g/orifie God, Chap. 15. 6. and 
receive one another, as Chriſt received us to the glory of God, 
Verſ. 7. 

al Chriſt p eſus received us, whiles as bad as thoſe in queſtion, 
(or our ſelves now are) to Union and Communion with himſclf, 
and with his Saints ; which is the greater grace, countenance and 
accommodation; and includes the lefs, (of Civil or Moral.) 

Ergo, we and they are bound, not only to acknowledg Union, 
and to receive one another to Civil and Meral Communion, grace, 
countenance and accommodation, which is the leſs, but alſo to the 
moſt ſacred, which is the greater. | 

It therefore it be our ſin, thus againſt our duty to c), and endea- 
vor to argue downs the leſs, which we are bound to give to perſons 
or ſocieties for Moral or Civil ends,( they being. ſuch in the main) 
how much greater is our and their fin, in arguing and acting as we 
do, in — to the religious part of our duty, Which is ſo mach 
the greater, and includes the leſs. 


Arg um. 
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Argam. 2. Every company of true Believers, in any place aſſim- 
bled in Chrifts Name, have his preſence, Mat. 18. 20. to record 
his ame, and bleſs them, Exod. 20.24. are the Temple of God, and 
have his Spirit, 1 Cor. 3. 16. conſidered with the whole Chapter. 

Therefore to receive ſuch, and give them ſuffetance, place and 
countenance, is to receive Zen; Chriſt, Mat. 10. 40. 

Arguam. 3. It is our duty to walk, together, or by the ſame Rule; 
ſo far as we are come, or in that whereunto We have attained, 
waiting till God ſhall reveal that wherein we differ, Phil. 3. 1 6, 15. 

Therefore it's our duty to further all in all ſuch wal ing: 

But we & they are come thus far, as to agree in Fundamentali, and 
to reſolve and endeavor to propagate unto all,thoſe Fundamental. 
of the Faith of Jeſws Chris; and alchough too too much divided 
(and apart from each other, yet) in Aſſemblies of Saints publiquely 
to edifie Believers in that Faith. 

Therefore it is our duty as to walk with theſ herein, waiting 
till God ſball reveal that wherein we differ; le alſo to further 
them in the mc, to chat end; which cannot be (as ibeir jadg- 
ments and ours yet ſtand corrupted herein) without room apart 
from euch other. 

IV. We ate to walk as we have holy Paal for an enſample, 
Phil.3. 17. whoſe converſation verſ. 20. was according to his do- 
Qrine, G41. 5. 6. and 6.15. Re. 1 4. 1 6. Phil.3. 3. viz. {lighting all 
externals and formalities in Religion, in co iſon with the 
eſſentials ; and who owned, countenanced, and furthered with all 
accommodations ( vit hin his power) all that were ſound in the E- 
ſentials, 1 Cor. 9. 1 9, 20, 22. | 

V. Saint Paul rejeyced when Chriſt was preached, Phil. 1.18, 
although in oppoſition to Paul, and other good Preachers. 

But Chriſt is preached by theſe. 8 

Therefore i 

V I. Our Saviour, fark 9. 39. reproves thoſe that diſcouraged 
ſuch as acted in Chriſts Name, for refuling formally to be of their 
Company, Verl.38. 

And his reaſon was, becauſe /#ch could not likely ſpeak evil of 
him, but on his part. 

And who ſo ſhall do any thing for Chriſt as for him, muſt be re- 


warded, Verſ. 39, 40, 41. (and can our reward be leſs then ſuffer- 
ance 


